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ABSTRACT

This academic article aims to 1) study and compare the content of rights and freedoms
stipulated in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 with the principles
appearing in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 2) study the current situation of
rights and freedoms in Thailand with reference to the principles of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.This study was conducted using qualitative research methods through
reviewing and analyzing legal documents, publications, academic articles, and information
from electronic media. The results of the study will lead to a deeper understanding of
the consistency and differences between Thai constitutional law and international human
rights standards, as well as an assessment of the situation of the protection of rights and
freedoms in the context of Thai society.

The 2017 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand stipulates that Thailand is
a democratic regime with the King as Head of State. The structure, concept, and essence of

this constitution are consistent with the principles of constitutionalism, which consist of four
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main elements: (1) the social contract theory, which reflects the consent of the people in
establishing the state and the delegation of power to govern the state through the mechanism
of the constitution; (2) the principle of the supremacy of the constitution, which states that
the constitution is the supreme law of the country. Any law or action that conflicts with the
constitution is unenforceable; and (3) the principle of the separation of powers, which is
a fundamental principle of a democratic regime that aims for the exercise of state power to
be subject to checks and balances between the legislature, executive, and judiciary.and
(4) the rule of law, which emphasizes that the exercise of state power must be under fair law
and protect the rights of the people equally. In terms of people's rights and freedoms,
the current constitution has defined the content and provisions that cover human rights
according to universal principles, especially in line with the 30 articles of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The main provisions appear in Chapter 3, Rights
and Freedoms of the Thai People, and are also distributed in other sections, namely Chapter
1, General Provisions, Chapter 4, Duties of the Thai People, Chapter 5, Duties of the State, and
Chapter 6, State Policy, which reflect the state's intention to guarantee the rights and freedoms
of the people in all dimensions.

The study found that overall, the protection of rights and freedoms under the 2017
Constitution has progressed and developed, especially in terms of expression, group
formation, and protection of human rights activists. In addition, implementation of
the framework of national reform and amendment of laws in many areas has been carried
out. However, a major problem that still exists is that the enforcement of the Constitution
and related laws in practice is not yet concrete enough, resulting in the ineffectiveness of
the protection of people’s rights and freedoms in some cases. The 2017 Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand is considered a constitution with a structure that is consistent with
constitutionalism and has provisions that clearly focus on the protection of people’s rights
and freedoms. However, the enforcement in practice still needs to be developed in order to

truly reflect the intention of the constitution

Keywords: Freedom, Constitution, Democracy,
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