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ABSTRACT

This research has the objectives to 1) study changes in social, economic, and
environmental contexts and 2) investigate the roles and responsibilities of workers in carrying
out community development operations in Mueang Nakhon Pathom District, Nakhon Pathom
Province. This is a qualitative study that collects data through in-depth interviews and
participatory observation from community development workers active between 2011 and
2024 and individuals who are involved in community development operations, including
village headmen, volunteer leaders, and the Women's Development Committee.

The results showed as follows. 1) Mueang Nakhon Pathom District, Nakhon Pathom
Province, has significant changes between 2011 and 2024 in all three contexts. In the social
context, the population has increased every year where residence has expanded and
infrastructure has been developed to support the expansion of urban communities. In the
economic context, there has been continuous expansion from the industrial sector, and the
district has become an important labor market of Nakhon Pathom Province. In the
environmental context, due to the expansion of the industrial sector and urban communities,
the problems of solid waste and wastewater discharge have arisen. Also, PM2.5 air pollution
exceeds the standard. 2) Community development workers have roles in the changes in all
social, economic, and environmental contexts as follows. First, they are the facilitators to
promote public participation. Second, they act as the catalyst to create change and drive
processes that lead the community to sustainably rely on themselves through active
participation. Third, they are networkers who foster community development networks
consisting of community leaders, residents, community scholars, religious leaders, the

education.
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