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ABSTRACT

Korat songs or Phleng Korat are regarded as a valuable cultural heritage and a vital
medium for preserving the identity of the people of Nakhon Ratchasima—especially in the
face of globalization, which continuously influences local and global ways of life and cultural
expressions. This research aims to explore the role of Phleng Korat in sustaining local culture
in the present day. The study is grounded in the theoretical frameworks of identity
preservation and globalization. The method used in this study was qualitative research using
documents, field data collection, and semi-structured interviews—which were conducted with
12 residents of Nakhon Ratchasima from different age groups—to investigate their attitudes
and perspectives toward the notion of “Koratness.” In addition, five expert Mor Phleng Korat
(Korat folk singers) were interviewed, providing in-depth insights into singing techniques, lyrical
meanings, and the evolution of Phleng Korat—such as the incorporation of Western musical
elements, changes in performance formats, and contemporary challenges and trends.
Furthermore, one academic specializing in Phleng Korat was interviewed to provide scholarly
perspectives and analytical depth. Moreover, the researcher conducted participant
observation at Sala Loi Temple and the Thao Suranari Monument—Dboth significant cultural
sites where Phleng Korat is regularly performed. The findings reveal that Phleng Korat is
essential in preserving cultural identity in several key areas: maintaining linguistic uniqueness,
transmitting community values and beliefs, and adapting for long-term sustainability. The
development of the Korat song—a contemporary form of Phleng Korat—is designed to appeal
to younger audiences and digital dissemination through online platforms. These findings
demonstrate that Phleng Korat remains a potent cultural medium, not only in preserving
cultural roots but also in dynamically negotiating with the pressures of globalization. Despite
external influences, Phleng Korat continues to serve as a sustainable vessel for expressing and

maintaining the cultural identity of the Korat people.

Keywords: Phleng Korat, Korat Identity, Korat Culture, Korat Cultural Identity,
Intangible Cultural Heritage
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