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Perceptions of Acute Myocardial Infarction, Utilization and Conditions for Using Emergency
Medical Service System when Expecting Acute Myocardial Infarction Occurrence among

Community-Dwelling Older Adults: A Pilot Study
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Abstract

This pilot study aimed to explain the perceptions of acute myocardial infarction, emergency medical
service system use, and their conditions of use of emergency medical service systems among community-
dwelling older adults when expecting acute myocardial infarction occurrence. Five older patients with acute
myocardial infarction were included in this study. The results revealed that older adults had perceived five
symptoms of acute myocardial infarction, including dyspnea, dizziness, chest pain, abdominal discomfort, and

fatigue. In addition, the perceived severity was at a high level. The conditions for using the emergency
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medical services system among community-dwelling older adults could be divided into three groups,
including conditions for absolutely using the service, absolutely not using it, and considering the service based

on the situations and contexts.
Keywords: perception, acute myocardial infarction, using emergency medical service system, older adults
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